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June 12 37 


Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter No. 1868, dated 7th June, 
1937, and in reply to inform you that there is 
nothing in Municipal Police records against 
x : f wat Mr. Boris Abramovich Topas. A copy of report 
bia. on this individual is attached herewith. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(Sa) K. M. Bourne: 


Deputy Commissioner 
(Special Branch) 


Je Van den Berg, Baqes 
Wetherlands Consulate-General, 
Shaaghaiec 
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OD ites ai Enquiries show that‘Boris Abramovich Topas, Russian Jem, 


was born on 1.3.1892 at Btvetunsk, Transbaikal Province, Siberia. 


About 30 years ago he _srrived in Harbin, Menchuris jwhere he was 


engaged in < commercial activities. Until 1925-6 he was connected 


_with M.A. Topas & Co, Manufacturers, Importers, and Exporters, 16 


Birjevaia Street, Harbiny a well known firm in Manchuria. © The 


owners of this firm were his uncle “M.A. Topas” and his Cousin, the 


it fer Se _late A.A.Naphtanovich. 


_In? 1925 or. 1926 B.A. Topas” arrived in Shanghai and started 


business under the name of B, Topas & Co. Ltd, Manufacturers, 


Importers and gxporters, 64 Peking Ro-d. At present he owns 


three firms g Topes Transport & Storage Co, B.Topas Trading oa 


and Topas Land Investment Co. with offices at No. 11 Ezra Road. 


_In_ 1936 he joined as a partner the Silver Jubilee Publishing Co. 


_ Ltd, 11 Ezra Road and is a Director and Secretary of this company. 


Topas i one of the leading members of the Russian Jewish 
com~unity. In 1936 the All World Zionist Executive Committee 
in Jerusalem appointed him their Bmissary in China of which fact, 


it is reported, the Palestine Government informed the British 


Consulate-General in Shenghai. Shortly after Topas received this 


OL. c+ post he orgemized the Sewish Communal Association of Shanghal,of 


which he is Chairman. R.B. Bitker is the Secrete of this Ass@—- 
on and members include Rabbi M. Ashkenazi and Rev. M.Brown. 


nese pe OF - ma i- ROwWn meme : W185 UVOrmn 
B.A. Topas is President of the Shanghai Zionist Association - 


*4.4779 | “Kedimah®, 110 Szechuen Road. He is also a member of the Shanghai 
. | Jewish Club, 55 Moulmein Road. This Club admits as members Jews 
of all countries, including Soviet citizens. Some of the members 


ae File No............. 


as oe ni 
os as ee SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
Station, 
REPORT 
1 DY 1 Re ee eT 7 
= Bc 
SUD OOE 5.6. ssocesescensayezscsesee ic esansslbsucs aah ie sektecs xaeeeaua asd este adeus eeeases ee eee ern ae eee eee ae Renee ee 
Mid @: DI tascutes Ceneovatascadsaaiesietianacen Noi ts tahilyges bering OPMMANDOD BY scccsustec deny tacuiyetystenc ctr ates 5 Tere Satip aee ds 


tical activity or business relations with local Soviet commercial 


institutions. Although Topas numbers : Bowtet citizens among | his 


acquaintances, 


orthodox Jew. 7 ne 
‘Topas resides at (1250 Avenue Joffre together | with his family 


he has the reputation of being a conservative, _ 


_consisting of his wife, Mre. L. Topas, 45, and their daughters, _ 


Eugenia, born in 1923 at Harbin and Eleonora, born in 1929 at 


_Shanghai, _ _ : wer es ee nee eee 
He _is rey with the ne Shanghai city” Government Police 


Bureau and the Russian Emigrants Committee. ee = 
os. Nothing detrimental is known, by this office concerning this. 
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i D.C. Special B Branch. 


copfuiasr-armenaat OER NEOERLANDEN 
VOOR MIDDEN-CHINA. 
TEL. AC. HOLLANDIA, mayl, 


No, 1868. SHANGHAI, 
%h June 1957 


Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you thet Mr Boris abramoviteh 
TOPAS has applied to this Consulxute for a visé for admission 
into the Netherlands Indies 
He is in possession of a passport issued by the Bureau of 
public Safety at Shanghai on the 2ist May 1937 No 6139/357372. 
According to his passport he was born in Stretensk Russia, 
about 45 years ago 
Mr. Topas who is secretary of the Silver Jubilee Pub: 
lishing Company Ltd , Ji Edward Ezra Read intends to make a 
trip around the world on behalf of this company and *9 
travel via Hongkong, Macao, Manila. Saigon Singapore, Batavia. 
‘ Bangkok, Port Said. Jerusaiem, Marseiiles, London, New York, 
Sen Francisco, and thence to Shanghai, 
Besides this seoreteryship Mr, Topas has his own company 
the Topas Transport & Storage Company also situated at 1l Béwerd 
Ezra Road, 
He stated that he has been residing in China for more 
than 30 years whereas his private address in Shanghai 1s 12380 
Avenue Joffre. , 
He intends to leave Shanghai about the 15th of this month 
Cl for Hongkong. 
From my records I find that in the spring of 1935] Mr. 


Topas was interested in the establishment of a hotel together 
with various Soviet agents, 

I should be much obliged to you if you would Let i) mow, 
if possible, whether anything is known against this person from 
a political or moral point of view. : 

' I have the honour +e ee 
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